
Note:  There is an Audit Committee meeting scheduled for September 26, 2023 at 8:30 a.m. 

We have made every effort to create this document using best practices in document 
accessibility. Should you need assistance reading or understanding this document, call 902-543-
8181 or email info@modl.ca. 

Municipal Council Meeting Agenda 
Tuesday, September 26, 2023 – 9:00 a.m. 
MODL Council Chambers – 10 Allée Champlain Drive, Cookville 

1. Call to Order

1.1 Mi’kma’ki Territorial Acknowledgement

2. Announcements, Acknowledgements, Recognition

3. Public Input (15 Minutes)

4. Changes/Approval of Agenda (as circulated)

5. Approval of Minutes - Special Council of July 22; July 24 (a.m.); July 24 (p.m.); July 27, 2023

6. Business Arising from Minutes

7. Awarding of Tenders/RFPs - Nil

8. Presentations/Scheduled Times - Nil

9. Consideration of Correspondence - Nil

10. Recommendations from Committees & Boards
10.1 Policy & Strategy Committee 1 
10.1.1 Low Income Property Tax Rebate Budget Request ...................................................... 2-5 
10.1.2 Letter to Minister re Rissers Beach Provincial Park – Speed Limit and Crosswalk .......... 6 
10.1.3 Letter to Town of Bridgewater re potential upgrades to Town’s Wastewater Line 

10.2 Audit Committee 
10.2.1 Approval of Financial Statements ............................................................................... 7-38 

10.3 REMO Advisory Committee 
10.3.1 2023/2024 REMO Budget Allocation ............................................................................ 39 

10.4 SawPit Wharf Advisory Committee 
10.4.1 Proposed Amendments to SawPit Wharf Advisory Committee 

Terms of Reference .................................................................................................. 40-44 

11. Staff Reports - Nil
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12. Mayor’s/Deputy Mayor’s/Councillors’ Matters 
12.1 LCLC Update 
12.2 Region 6 Update 
12.3 Deputy Mayor’s Update 
12.4 Mayor’s Update 

13. Added Items 

14. In Camera 
14.1 Contract Negotiations under Section 22(2)(e) of the MGA 
 
15. Adjournment 



Municipality of the District of Lunenburg 
10 Allée Champlain Drive, Cookville, Nova Scotia, Canada, B4V 9E4 
Phone: 902.543.8181    Fax: 902.543.7123    Web Site: www.modl.ca 

September 19, 2023 

To Her Worship, Mayor Bolivar-Getson, and Councillors 
of the Municipality of the District of Lunenburg 

Dear Mayor and Councillors: 

The Policy & Strategy Committee, in session on Tuesday, September 19, 2023, made the following 
recommendations to Council: 

1. That Municipal Council approves $20,000 in additional funds for the Low-Income Property
Tax Rebate Program, and further, that these funds come out of General Operating
Reserves if required at year end.

2. That Municipal Council direct the Mayor to write to the Provincial Minister responsible for
Public Works, Kim Masland, and copy the Premier and the local MLAs, requesting that the
speed limit be reduced, and a crosswalk be erected at Rissers Beach Provincial Park.

3. That Municipal Council direct the Mayor to write to the Town of Bridgewater Council
expressing MODL’s willingness to open discussions regarding potential upgrades to the
Town’s Dufferin Street wastewater line.

Respectfully submitted, 

Chairperson and Members 
Policy & Strategy Committee 

/jp 

Audit Committee
Item #: 10.1
Date: September 26, 2023
Authorization: E. Wentzell
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Municipality of the District of Lunenburg 
Request for Decision 

Report to:  Policy & Strategy Committee  

Submitted by:  Elana Wentzell, Director of Finance 

Date:   2023-09-19 

Re:  Low Income Property Tax Rebate Budget Request 

Recommendation 
That the Policy & Strategy Committee recommend Council approve $20,000 in additional funds 
for the low-income property tax rebate program and further, that these funds come out of the 
General Operating Reserves if required at year end.  

Executive summary 
Please see the attached information report regarding this year’s low-income property tax 
rebate.  Finance staff have processed 664 qualifying applicants that were received by the 
August 1 deadline and 1 late applicant utilizing the Treasurer’s ability to approve up to 10% 
budget overage per the policy.   

There are currently 22 applicants that could be approved if more budget was available and 
another 17 that require more information & follow-up.    

Discussion 
The property tax rebate program provides compassionate property tax relief for low-income 
property taxpayers residing in their own principal residences.  We had a significant increase in 
qualifying applicants in this fiscal year (over 150 more than last year).  All applications that were 
received before the deadline have been processed, however there is no budget remaining for 
late applications.        
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Budget implications 
The 2023-24 budget is $213,400.  The Treasurer has approved rebates in the amount of 
$234,643 using the 10% budget overage allowance in the policy with $92 remaining. 

To continue receiving and processing applications, more budget is required.  There is an 
additional $8,155 in late applications that could be immediately processed, and approximately 
$6,200 in potential rebate for applications that require proof of income. A $15,000 budget 
addition would ensure we could process the applications we currently have and leave $645 
balance. Any subsequent applications received may have to be rejected once this is depleted. 

The additional budget monies could be taken from the Council approved contingency or 
General Operating reserve if required at year end.      

Alternatives 
Council may decide to approve additional funds to ensure staff can continue to process rebates 
for all applicants or decide against approving any more funds for this program.   

At least $8,155 is required to process the current qualifying applicants.  A $15,000 budget 
addition would ensure that applications currently received can be processed when policy 
conditions are met, or Council could approve a different amount.  

Conclusion 
Staff recommend that Council approve $20,000 in additional funds for the low-income property 
tax rebate program.  That would give a buffer for more late applicants to the program.    

Report Preparation 
Department Finance 

Report Prepared by Elana Wentzell, CPA, CMA 

Report Approved by 

Date Reviewed by C.A.O. 
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Municipality of the District of Lunenburg 
Memorandum 

To: Policy & Strategy Committee 
From: Angela Corkum, Property Tax & Customer Service Assistant 
Date: September 19, 2023 
Re: Update on Property Tax Rebate Applications (MDL Policy 49) 

Council approved a $213,400 budget for the 2023/24 fiscal year.   As in prior years, a copy of 
the application was circulated to local organizations who provide public outreach programs.  As 
well, an application was mailed to each property owner who received the rebate last year.  
Please see the attached for a complete list of these organizations as well as statistics on the 
program. 

The Tax Department received 715 property tax rebate applications for the 2023-24 fiscal year.  
Included in that total were 23 applications that did not meet the policy deadline of       
August 1, 2023.   However, one late application has been approved based on the policy budget 
overage allowance.  Twenty-four applications did not qualify because the property owner’s 
income was greater than the $40,700 maximum household income threshold.  We also received 
two applications that were not approved as they were not the primary residence of the 
applicant; and three applications for property not in MODL. 

The approved total for the 664 qualifying properties was $234,642.98 which is over the budget 
amount of $213,400 but within the 10% budget overage allowance in the policy.  The Treasurer 
has approved these applications, and credits have been placed on the tax accounts.  These 
credits will be reflected on the final tax bill.    

____________________________ 
Angela Corkum 

Property Tax & Customer Service Assistant 

Approved by: __________________________ Date:  2023-09-06 
Elana Wentzell, CPA, CMA 
Municipal Treasurer 
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Property Tax Rebate Application Distribution & Statistics 

List of Organizations that received application copies for distribution 

1. Bridgewater Inter Church Food Bank
2. Mahone Bay & Area Food Bank
3. New Germany Food Bank
4. Family Resource Centre Bridgewater
5. Family Support Centre Bridgewater
6. St. Vincent de Paul Bridgewater
7. Salvation Army
8. United Way Lunenburg Co.
9. Harbour House
10. Second Story Women’s Centre
11. Luneburg Co. Senior Safety Coordinator
12. Freeman House
13. Senior Safety Program
14. Souls Harbour
15. VON-Lunenburg County
16. Mahone Bay Centre
17. Flourish Senior Centre (Bridgewater)
18. Voglers Cove Community Hall

2023-2024 Statistics 
715 applicants 
24 did not qualify (over $40,700) 
23 applicants did not meet the August 1st deadline, however one was processed as there was    
budget available (within the 10% allowance per policy) 

2022-2023 Statistics 
553 applicants 
7 did not qualify (over $38,000) 
18 applicants did not meet the August 1st deadline, however all were processed as there was 
budget available (within the 10% allowance per policy) 
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Municipality of the District of Lunenburg 
Trust Fund Financial Statements  
As at March 31, 2023 
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 Statement of Financial Position 

On behalf of the Municipality of the District of Lunenburg 

 Mayor   

 Chief Administrative Officer

Municipality of the District of Lunenburg  
Trust Fund Financial Statements  
As at March 31, 2023 
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Notes to the Financial Statements 
 
1. Purpose of Trust 
 
 Trusts under administration by the Municipality of the District of Lunenburg. 
 
2. Significant accounting policies 
 

a. Basis of presentation 
 

 The Trust's financial statements are prepared in accordance with Canadian accounting standards 
 for not-for-profit organizations. 
 

b. Accounting estimates 
 

The preparation of financial statements requires management to make estimates and assumptions that 
affect the amounts recorded in the financial statements and notes to financial statements. These 
estimates are based on management's best knowledge of current events and actions that the Trust may 
undertake in the future. Actual results may differ from these estimates. 

 
c. Financial assets and liabilities 

 
 Initial measurement 

Upon initial measurement, the Trust's financial assets and liabilities are measured at fair value, which, in 
the case of financial assets or financial liabilities that will be measured subsequently at amortized cost, is 
increased or decreased by the amount of the related financing fees and transaction costs. 

 
 Subsequent measurement 

At each reporting date, the Trust measures its financial assets and liabilities at amortized cost (including 
any impairment in the case of financial assets). With respect to financial assets measured at amortized 
cost, the Trust assesses whether there are any indications of impairment. When there is an indication of 
impairment, and if the Trust determines that during the year there was a significant adverse change in the 
expected timing or amount of future cash flows from the financial asset, it will then recognize a reduction 
as an impairment loss in operations. The reversal of a previously recognized impairment loss on a financial 
asset measured at amortized cost is recognized in operations in the year the reversal occurs. 
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Municipality of the District of Lunenburg  
Trust Fund Financial Statements  
As at March 31, 2023 
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2. Significant accounting policies (continued) 
 
d. Revenue recognition 

 
 Contributions 
 The Trust follows the deferral method of accounting for contributions. Under this method, 

contributions restricted for future period expenses are deferred and are recognized as revenue in the year 
in which the related expenses are incurred. Unrestricted contributions are recognized as revenue when 
received or receivable if the amount to be received can be reasonably estimated and collection is 
reasonably assured. 

 
 Interest income 

Investment transactions are recorded on the transaction date and resulting revenues are recognized using 
the accrual method of accounting. Interest income is recognized on a time apportionment basis. 
 
 

3. Burial Funds 

 
 
 
4. School Lands 
 

The Municipality of the District of Lunenburg is holding in trust a total of $26,227 which represents the 
Municipality’s interest.  The interest earned annually is held for distribution of funds to pay for book 
purchases for New Germany Rural High School and Park View Education Centre. 
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5. Lunenburg County Community Fund 
 

The Municipality of the District of Lunenburg (MODL) is holding a trust fund in the amount of 
$1,000,000 for the Lunenburg County Community Fund (LCCF).  The LCCF committed $1,000,000 
towards the cost of the LaHave River Straight Pipe Replacement Program.  As per a Memorandum of 
Understanding between MODL and the LCCF, homeowner payments made under the program were  
transferred to a Trust Fund.  This Trust Fund can be used towards other mutually agreed upon projects. 
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Municipality of the District of Lunenburg 
10 Allee Champlain Drive Cookville Nova Scotia Canada B4V 9E4 

Administration 

Phone: 902.543.8181 Fax: 902.543.7123 Web Site: www.modl.ca 

August 10, 2023 

Mayor Carolyn Bolivar-Getson & Council 

Municipality of the District of Lunenburg 

10 Allee Champlain Drive 

Cookville NS B4V 9E4 

Dear Mayor Bolivar-Getson: 

RE: 2023/24 REMO Budget Allocation: 

At the July 17, 2023, Regional Emergency Management Organization (REMO) Advisory Committee 

meetiRg, the Committee passed the following motion: 

"that the REMO Advisory Committee recommend to the partner Councils that at the end of 

each fiscal year, any unspent REMO funds remain with REMO, to be placed in a reserve for 

emergency spending." 

Please forward this motion to your Council for consideration and approval. Once approved, 

please forward a copy of Council's motion to Angela Henhoeffer, Lunenburg County Emergency 

Management Coordinator (angela.henhoeffer@modl.ca) for insertion on a future REMO agenda. 

Sincerely, 

Tom MacEwan 

Chief Administrative Officer 

cc: Angela Henhoeffer, REMC 

#10.3.1
September 26, 2023
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Municipality of the District of Lunenburg 
Request for Decision 

Report to: Municipal Council 

Submitted by:  Trudy Payne, Director of Recreation, Parks & Tourism 

Date:  September 26, 2023 

Re: Sawpit Wharf Advisory Committee Terms of Reference 

Recommendations 
That Municipal Council approve the changes to the Sawpit Wharf Advisory Committee’s 
Terms of Reference as recommended by the Committee which is to change the number of 
committee members appointed from nine to seven and to remove that terms begin January 
of each year. 

Background 
On April 24, 2012, the Municipal Council approved the terms of reference for the newly formed 
Sawpit Wharf Advisory Community Committee.  During a community consultation, which 
resulted in Council created the committee, public members were asked to sign a sheet if they 
were interested in sitting on the committee.  As a result, nine people indicated that they would 
be interested and hence when the terms of reference were created it was agreed that nine 
people would form the committee.  This year when staff advertised for 8 of the 9 vacancies 
initially only 4 people applied.  Another call for volunteers to serve on this committee was made 
which resulted in one more application.  Since this time, we have had one late application.  
Recruiting volunteers is a challenge and that is why the committee is recommending to Council 
to change the number of committee members from nine to seven. 

Executive Summary 
At the September 20, 2023, Sawpit Wharf Advisory Committee meeting, 2023, Council meeting 
the Committee made the following motion: 

“That the Sawpit Wharf Advisory Community Committee recommend to Municipal Council that 
Municipal Council approve amending the Sawpit Wharf Advisory Community Committee’s 

#10.4.1
September 26, 2023
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Request for Decision 
September 26, 2023 
Page 2 of 2 

Terms of Reference changing the number of committee members from nine to seven and to 
remove that terms begin in January of each year.” 

During COVID the schedule to appoint terms caused challenges, therefore, the committee is 
recommending that the statement “Terms begin January of each year” be removed as this 
practice has not been followed.  When Council appoints members that is the time each 
member’s term should begin. 

Budget Implications 
There would be no budget implications. 

Work Plan 
Supporting this committee is part of the Department’s workplan. 

Summary 
With the challenges to recruit volunteers, changing the committee size from nine to seven 
would enable the Advisory Committee to continue the great work it has been doing since 2012 
while still providing community representation and a community voice.     

Report Preparation 
Department Recreation, Parks & Tourism 

Report Prepared by Trudy Payne, Director of Recreation, Parks & Tourism 

Report Approved by 

Date Reviewed by C.A.O. 
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Municipality of the District of Lunenburg 
Terms of Reference Details 
Name  Sawpit Wharf Advisory Community Committee 
Number 017 
Effective Date April 24, 2012 
Amendment Date September XX, 2023 

 
Purpose/Mandate 
To work with the Department of Recreation, Parks & Tourism Department and other 
departments within the Municipality and provide input on the operation, policies and bylaws 
relating to the Sawpit Wharf facility. 

To assist in the development and implementation of a community plan for the Sawpit Wharf 
facility.  The Plan is to be officially approved by Council. 

This Committee is an advisory committee of Council.  The role is to advise Council on matters 
and to make recommendations.  Directions to staff are to come from the CAO and Council. 

Membership 
The Sawpit Wharf Advisory Committee shall will consist of Nine seven individuals who have a 
community interest in Sawpit Wharf facility. appointed by the Municipality of the District of 
Lunenburg Council.   
 
One Council member and the Director of Recreation, Parks & Tourism or designate will sit on 
the Committee. 
 
Terms of Membership 
Three members will serve for three years, two for two years and two for one year.   
 
After serving for a term, members must take one year off from the Committee before 
reapplying to sit on the Committee.   If interest is not expressed, members whose term has 
been completed can expired, may make application to serve on the Committee for another 
term. 
 
Terms begin January of each year 
 
When a member’s term is up, an advertisement will be posted seeking interested individuals 
who have a community interest in Saw Pit Wharf to submit an application to serve on the 
Committee.   Applications will be forwarded to the Nominating Committee of Council, who will 
then make a recommendation of appointments to Council.  All Committee member 
appointments will be made by Council. 
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Sawpit Wharf Advisory Committee 
TOR-017 
Page 2 of 3 
 
Appointment 
All public members on the Committee will be appointed by the Municipality of the District of 
Lunenburg Council.   
 
One Councillor will sit on the Committee as appointed by Council. 
 
The position of Chair will be voted on annually by the members of the Committee 
The Chair will be voted on by the committee members appointed and will serve for a one year 
term.   
 
Responsibilities 
The Committee will work with recreation staff to establish and maintain a “community plan” for 
the facility. 
 
The Committee will bring forth concerns, issues, and ideas from the community concerning the 
facility. 
 
The Committee will advise recreation staff and Council on matters pertaining to the facility.  
 
The Committee will provide recreation staff input on the operation, policies and bylaws relating 
to the facility.   
 
The Committee will research and examine issues, as directed by Council, and report findings to 
Council. through the Committee of the Whole 
 
The Committee shall will annually review the “community plan” to ensure it is meeting the 
needs of the community. 
 
The Chair of the Committee may be requested to provide updates to Council. 
 
All statements made to the media will be made by the Mayor,  and the CAO or designate.   
 
An orientation session will be held annually to review of the Committee’s mandate,  and roles 
and responsibilities will be done annually. 

 
Meeting Procedure 
The Committee will meet with the Director of Recreation Services or designate Recreation Staff 
representative) and the Councillor appointed to the committee on an as-needed basis at the 
call of the Chair, or as directed by Council.  
 
All meetings will follow the meeting procedures and rules of debate as per Policy MODL-001 
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Sawpit Wharf Advisory Committee 
TOR-017 
Page 3 of 3 

Proceedings of Council. Minutes Meeting notes of Committee meetings will be made available 
to the public on the Municipal website through Municipal staff after their approval by the 
Committee. 

A quorum will consist of 50% + 1. 

Committee meetings will be open to the public, unless determined by members of the 
Committee to move in-camera for matters of personnel, legal affairs, or any other matter 
authorized under the Municipal Government Act. 

Municipal recreation Staff will be responsible to advertise meetings.  This can be done using the 
Municipality’s website. 

Residents that are appointed as Committee members shall will serve in a volunteer capacity 
and thus, will not receive any remuneration for serving on the Committee. 

Staff Support/Resources 
The Director of Recreation, Parks & Tourism Services or a designated staff member will sit on 
the Committee in an advisory role.  A meeting cannot be held without a staff member in 
attendance. 

The Committee shall will, where circumstances warrant, request through the Chief 
Administrative Officer advice or assistance from other departments. [in meetings or in writing, 
where possible]. 

The Committee may invite external resource people to Committee meetings as needed. 

Staff support 
The Committee will have Recreation staff support. A Recreation staff member will be present at 
each Committee meeting. 

Version Amendment Description Approval Date 
Original Terms of Reference – Sawpit Wharf Advisory Committee April 24, 2012 
V2 Amended meeting procedure – call of the Chair or as directed 

by Council 
January 14, 2020 

V3 Amendment to membership and terms, and housekeeping 
updates.  Formatting edits i.e., accessible template 

September XX, 2023 
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