
The BDO Zone Initiative
Supporting county efforts to attract biomass-

based manufacturing and drive clean energy 

economic development

Jordan Solomon 
President & CEO, Ecostrat

Chairman, BDO Zone Initiative



The BDO Zone Initiative is a regional risk-rating and certification

program that enables regions to leverage local biomass assets to

attract new bio-based manufacturing plants-- and create jobs.

A BDO Zone rating is a qualified assessment of biomass feedstock and

infrastructure attributes of a region with respect to development

potential of new biofuel, renewable chemical, biogas or bioproduct

manufacturing plants.

www.bdozone.org



✔ Use internationally recognized risk metrics to credibly quantify and signal 

key biomass feedstock and infrastructure “success” characteristics 

valued by biobased developers and investors around the world.

✔ Connect ‘A’ and ‘AA’ rated communities with bio-based project developers 

looking to build new plants in BDO Zones.

✔ Help get biomass-based manufacturing plants built in the places they 

are most likely to succeed.

BDO Zone Ratings Objectives…



• BDO Zones undergo rigorous and extensive due diligence using a standardized framework of over 100 

transparent and validated risk indicators.

• “A” and “AA” BDO Zone Ratings identify the optimal zones in the country for new biobased development. 

BDO Zone Ratings Due Diligence



• BDO Zone Ratings are issued within the framework of the
Canadian national Standards for Biomass Supply Chain Risk.

• Accredited National Standard in March 2021 by CSA and SCC (CSA
W209:21). ANSI accreditation planned for 2023.

• 6 years of development led by Ecostrat, 150-member industry
stakeholder group, and a 65 member, $60B capital market ratings
review committee.

• >$6MM funded by federal governments. Natural Resources
Canada (NRCan), Standards Council of Canada (SCC), US
Department of Energy (USDOE)/ Bioenergy Technologies Office
(BETO).

Recognized, Credible, Transparent, Standards-based Ratings Framework



Risk Ratings Protocols and Scoring Metrics: 
Probability of Risk Occurrence x Impact



What does a BDO Zone 

rating look like?

‘A’ rating for 300,000 tons of wheat straw 



Impact of BDO Zone Rating: 

10X increase in bioproject dealflow for City of Melville

* In year prior to BDO Zone designation



Publication and Press

⮚ All ratings published and downloadable on bdozone.org

⮚ Press release to over 50 bio-based organizations and sector publications worldwide. 

⮚ Inbound inquiries directed to BDO Zone Local Development Leader (LDL)

How BDO Zones generate deal-flow 

For compete list of publications contact bdozone.org



Invest in Canada drives deal-flow to BDO Zones

⮚ Invest In Canada is the federal government’s global 
investment attraction and promotion agency. It is 
the global investor’s primary point of contact to 
unlock business opportunities and facilitate job 
growth and expansion in Canada. 

⮚ Invest In Canada has endorsed the BDO Zone 
Initiative as a means to drive bio-based investment 
into Canada. 

⮚ Invest In Canada promotes BDO Zone Ratings 
through over 160 offices around the world.



>> Click here to view Barnwell County, SC BDO ZoneCONNECT <<

BDO Ratings supercharge bio-based economic development:
BDO ZoneCONNECT connects BDO Zones with hundreds of developers and investors worldwide

‘Bio-Business Development’ Webinars
Viewed by >1000 bio-project developers and 

investors worldwide

Access to TheDigest’s >5 million unique online

bioeconomy sector readers, 140,000

streaming viewers bio-industry stakeholders

and 45,000 daily newsletter subscriptions.

‘Rapid Accelerator’ Meetings 
Private, hosted discussion groups

Private zoom meetings with 50-100 pre-

qualified bio-project developers, investors and

strategic partner companies actively looking

to build new bio-based plants in BDO Zones.

https://bdozone.org/bdo-zoneconnect-one-hour-event-featuring-barnwell-county-sc/


The BDO Zone Investment Coalition is a 
group of leading biobased capital 
markets¹ with a collective goal of 
investing $1 billion in BDO Zones to 
build new biofuel, renewable chemical, 
biogas manufacturing plants.

The BDO Zone Investment Coalition
April 22, 2021: Announces $1 Billion for bio-based investment in BDO Zones

See all BDO Zone Investment Coalition members: www.bdozone.org/us/support
See all 65 BSCR RC members: ecostrat.com/standards/participants

¹ Made up 15 members of the BSCR Review Committee

BSCR Risk Ratings Review Committee Members



The BDO Zone Summit- August 17, 2021

View the BDO Zone Summit here: 

https://bdozone.org/the-bdo-zone-summit-2021/



BDO Zone Ratings:

✔ Enable communities to powerfully signal key economic development 

“success” characteristics valued by biobased developers and investors.

✔ Connect ‘A’ and ‘AA’ rated communities “one-on-one” with hundreds of 

project developers around the world.

✔ Help get biomass-based manufacturing plants built faster and create 

jobs.

BDO Zone Ratings: The Bottom Line…
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