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Office of the Information 
& Privacy Commissioner 

RE: Right to Know Week in Nova Scotia 

I am wry pleased to take this opportunity to once again encourage your participation in Right to Know Week. 

September 28, 2018 is International Right to Know Day. In Canada, the week of September 24 to September 
30 has been designated as "Right to Know Week." There will be various activities in most provinces/territories 
and at the national level during this week. 

This year we are asking for your support in two ways. First, we invite your municipality to proclaim September 
24 to September 30 Right to Know Week in your municipality. I have enclosed further information about 
proclamations and a template proclamation for your consideration. 

Second, we ask that you publicize Right to Know Week events nearest your municipality. Our office is 
currently creating a plan for this year's Right to Know Week celebration, and we may schedule an event in your 
area. If so, we will contact you to provide further details about the event and ask that you help to spread the 
word. 

Thank you for your participation in Right to Know Week. If you require further information, please contact 
Julie Young, Executive Assistant, OIPC at 902-424-4684, or  iulie.younga,novascotia.ca. 

I invite you to feel free to contact my office you have any questions or concerns relating to your administration 
of your access responsibilities under Part XX of the Municipal Government Act 

Information about proclamations: 
To enhance public awareness, we invite your municipality to proclaim September 24 to September 30, 2018 
Right to Know Week in your municipality. A proclamation would serve as an official endorsement 
demonstrating your commitment to openness, transparency and accountability, greatly increasing the number of 
citizens who will become aware of their right to access information. 

The purpose of Right to Know Week is to celebrate the right of all Canadians, and in our case specifically Nova 
Scotians, to access information in the custody or under the control of public bodies, municipalities, and health 
custodians as guaranteed by access to information legislation. Such legislation entrenches the accountability of 
governments by ensuring they operate with transparency and openness. 

As the Nova Scotia's Information and Privacy Commissioner, I am participating in this Canada-wide effort 
along with my other Canadian Commissioner colleagues to raise awareness of the right to access information 
and its value, with a local focus on what it means to those living and working in Nova Scotia. 

In 2017, the OIPC sent invitations to the Province of Nova Scotia and all municipalities inviting them to 
proclaim Right to Know Week. The following proclaimed or passed a motion/resolution for Right to Know 
Week in Nova Scotia: 

Province of Nova Scotia 
Town of Wolfville 
Municipality of the District of Barrington 
Town of Clarke's Harbour 
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Town of Westville 
Town of Bridgewater 
Municipality of Victoria County 
Halifax Regional Municipality 
Municipality of the County of Pictou 
Town of Antigonish 
Cape Breton Regional Municipality 
Town of Middleton 
Municipality of the County of Kings 
Municipality of the County of Richmond 

A copy of the proposed wording for the proclamation is attached. It has been formatted in such a way as to 
make it easy for you to complete. As soon as your municipality has passed a motion to sign the proclamation 
please provide the OIPC with a signed and sealed copy of the proclamation, which will be posted on the Right 
to Know Week webpage of our website www.foipop.ns.ca. We also may Tweet about it on our Twitter page, 
ribNISInfoPrivacy. We invite you to retain an original signed copy of the Right to Know Proclamation and post 
it in a prominent location in your municipality. 

Yours truly, 

Catherine Tully 
Information and Privacy Commissioner for Nova Scotia 

Sent on behalf of Catherine Tully by: 
Julie Young 
Executive Assistant to the Commissioner 

01PC 
Office of the Information and Privacy Commissioner for Nova Scotia 
Telephone: 902.424.4684; Toll free within NS: 1.866.243.1564 
TDD: 1.800.855.0511; Fax: 1.902.424.8303 

www.foipop.ns.ca   
Follow us on Twitter @NSInfoPrivacy 

Notice: This email may contain confidential information and is intended only for the individual named. lfyou have received this 
email by mistake, please notify meme by email or by calling 1-902-424-4684 immediately and delete it from your system. Do not copy 
or distribute it 
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PROCLAMATION 
RIGHT TO KNOW WEEK 

September 24, 2018 to September 30, 2018 

WHEREAS the Municipality of the District of Lunenburg has adopted the principles of openness, 
transparency and accountability; and 

WHEREAS Part XX of the Municipal Government Act gives citizens a right of access to 
information in the custody or under the control of the Municipality of the District of Lunenburg; 
and 

WHEREAS access to information ensures citizens of Nova Scotia have the opportunity for 
meaningful participation in the democratic process; and 

WHEREAS a celebration of the right of citizens to access information will facilitate informed 
public participation in policy formulation, ensure fairness in government decision-making and 
permit the airing and reconciliation of divergent views; and 

WHEREAS the Municipality of the District of Lunenburg joins all other Canadian jurisdictions 
and democracies world-wide in acknowledging international Right to Know Week; 

THEREFORE be it resolved that I, Mayor Carolyn Bolivar-Getson, do hereby proclaim September 
24 to September 30, 2018 to be Right to Know Week in the Municipality of the District of 
Lunenburg. 

Dated at Bridgewater, Nova Scotia, this 11th  day of September, 2018. 

Mayor Carolyn Bolivar-Getson 
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Municipality of the District of Lunenburg 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

MEMORANDUM 

REPORT TO:  Council 

SUBMITTED BY: Maria Butts, LaHave River Project Manager 

DATE: September 11, 2018 

RE: Tender Award: On-Site Sewage Disposal System Installations for LaHave River 
Properties. Project Group #16 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

Authorize staff to award tender 2018-05-016 to Town and Country Property Improvement in the 
amount of $74,246.21 plus HST. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Three bids were received and accepted for Tender 2018-05-016 On-Site Sewage Disposal 
System Installations for LaHave River Properties. Project Group #16.  

The scope of work consists of the supply and installation of five septic systems located on 
private property belonging to homeowners who have applied to participate in the LaHave River 
Straight Pipe Replacement Program (SPRP), administered by the Municipality of the District of 
Lunenburg (MODL).  

Tender 2018-05-016 is a bundle of five traditional on-site septic systems. 

BACKGROUND 

In the Spring of 2016, Our Living Future campaign was launched to bring awareness and 
education around the issue of straight pipes and their impact on the LaHave River and Council 
authorized staff to make an application to the New Build Canada Fund for a SPRP. Staff were 
directed to prepare a Wastewater Management District (WWMD) By-Law and policies to 
implement such a program. The drafted By-Law and policies have since been adopted by 
Council.   

On June 29, 2017, federal and provincial authorities announced joint funding along with the 
Municipality for the replacement of straight pipes with on-site sewage disposal systems along 
the LaHave River.  
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Replacement of straight pipes with functioning septic systems required the services of a 
qualified engineer to select, design, and oversee the installation of approved septic systems. As 
such, council authorized staff to award of RFP 2017-05-400 On-Site Sewage Disposal System 
Design for Lahave River properties to ABLE Engineering Services Inc (ABLE) on August 22, 
2017.  

To date, MODL has received 138 applications for replacement from property owners within the 
WWMD.  

Over the past number of months, MODL has been working with ABLE to produce sewage 
disposal designs for each property owner enrolled in the SPRP. Five designs were selected 
from those completed to date for inclusion in tender 2018-05-016. 

No Municipal dollars are being spent on this program as the federal and provincial grants cover 
up to two thirds of the cost and all eligible homeowners are required to pay the remaining one 
third.  

DISCUSSION 

Tender 2018-05-016 was posted on Tuesday, August 21, 2018 and closed on Tuesday, 
September 4, 2018.  

Three bids were received by the deadline. Tenderer names and bids are described in Table 1 
below: 

Funding Total Bid (w/o HST) 
Provincial/Federal Grants  2/3 
Property Owner 1/3 
Tenderers  
Town and Country Property 
Improvement Ltd $74,246.21 

Dennis Lively Construction and 
Backhoe Services Ltd $96,000.00 

CK Earthworks Ltd $84,919.00 
Table 1: Accepted Bids for Tender 2018-05-016 

Under the scope of work for this tender, the successful bidder is required to complete all 
excavation, bedding, pipe laying, backfill and compactions. They are to supply all septic tanks, 
miscellaneous fittings, filter sand, stone and concrete.  The successful bidder is also required to 
complete leakage testing, and all surface restoration and any other work as specified and 
shown on the design drawings. 

CONCLUSION 

Tender 2018-05-016: Lowest bid was submitted by Town and Country Property Improvement 
Ltd of Cookville, NS. 

 

5



Tender Award Recommendation 

Tender:  2018-05-016 On-Site Sewage Disposal System Installation for LaHave River Properties. 
Project Group #16.  

Scope of Work: Install five On-Site Sewage Disposal Systems on five properties along the LaHave 
River.  

Closing Date: September 4, 2018 

Funding Total Bid (w/o HST) 
Provincial/Federal Grants  2/3 
Property Owner 1/3 
Tenderers  
Town and Country Property 
Improvement Ltd $74,246.21 

Dennis Lively Construction and 
Backhoe Services Ltd $96,000.00 

CK Earthworks Ltd $84,919.00 
Table 1: Accepted Bids for Tender 2018-05-016 

 

Tender Award Recommendation: 

Council award Tender 2018-05-016 to Town and Country Property Improvement Ltd for the cost of 
$74,246.21 plus HST. 
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 Board Initiatives Report – August 24, 2018 

NSFM Vision: Effective local government and strong, sustainable communities 

NSFM Mission: To enable effective local government for Nova Scotia’s communities by 
facilitating strategic advocacy, education and collaboration 

Initiatives 

1. Partnership Framework

Description/Update 

The workshop on Physician recruitment was held June 19th, and the presentation materials are 
available on the NSFM website.  Staff are continuing to work with the Health Authority.  A toolkit 
for municipalities is being developed. 

NSFM President has written to Municipal Affairs encouraging the review of equalization to begin as 
soon as possible. 

A workshop on internet is being planned for October 11.  NSFM members will hear more about the 
provincial and federal initiatives, about municipal initiatives and the ways municipalities can support 
internet initiatives.  

A joint committee on roads is being formed and NSFM members are being invited to serve on the 
committee.   

Staff are working with the NS Real Estate Association on the CAP issue.  NSFM will meet with 
them, the NS Home Builders Association, the Atlantic Mortgage Brokers Association, the Real 
Estate Lawyers of Nova Scotia and the Real Estate Appraisers of Nova Scotia to explore possible 
solutions.  If agreement can be reached on possible solutions, a joint request will be made to the 
province to consider the solutions and work with us to implement one.  In the meantime, the groups 
will be working with NSFM to better educate the public on the implications of the program.   

The province has been holding consultations on minimum planning standards, and municipal 
spending authority.   

The Joint Fire Services Committee Phase I is nearing completing of its work and is submitting its 
report. Once submitted, the report will be released to members.  The committee is recommending 
an ongoing committee to act on the recommendations. In the interim to the establishment of this 
new committee, the existing members of the Phase I committee will begin work on the 
recommendations.  
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NSFM and the Departments of Seniors, Community Services and Municipal Affairs have signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding to support the SHIFT strategy.  A Steering Committee to oversee 
the work is being formed.  NSFM members will be invited to serve on this committee. 

2. Cannabis Legalization

NSFM continues to raise the need for new revenues for municipalities to address the implications of 
the legalization of cannabis. 

The Joint Municipal Provincial Cannabis Committee met July 17.  The province provided additional 
information on the legalization of cannabis, which has been forwarded to members.  Following the 
latest meeting, NSFM Board wrote to the Ministers of Justice and Municipal Affairs again expressing 
concerns about the financial ability of municipalities to respond. 

The UNSM/AMA Municipal Cannabis Working Group has been meeting to discuss the 
implications to NS municipalities. Training in preparation for legalization and implications for the 
workplace is being planned.  Discussions continue on the implications for planning, bylaws etc.   

3. Asset Management
NFSM continues to support municipalities with asset management planning, as a requirement of the 
2014-24 Gas Tax Fund Agreement.  In mid-June, NSFM received word that FCM approved our 
funding proposal to the Municipal Asset Management Program (MAMP) to deliver workshops to 
help municipalities incorporate climate risks into their asset management planning practices.  NSFM 
will work with a local group – ClimAction Services – to develop two workshops, which will take 
place in late November.   The workshops will aim to enhance local asset management practices by 
providing municipalities with the capacity to include climate considerations into their long-term 
infrastructure planning, so they can take necessary steps to proactively adapt their assets to climate 
risks.   

NSFM continues to work on two online resources with funds received from MAMP:  1) an online 
course for elected officials on the basics of asset management (which is the final stages of 
development) and 2) an online learning module based on the Province of Nova’s asset management 
pilot project’s standard operation procedures for data collection and condition assessments for linear 
assets.  NSFM expects that both courses will be completed in late October.   

4. Upcoming Events

• AMANS’ “Leading in the Municipal Sector” Relationships, Decision Making

and Innovation Workshop”, September 5th & 6th, 2018, New Glasgow, NS

• AIM Network’s 2018 Atlantic Asset Management Conference, September 6th &

7th, 2018, Moncton, NB

• Atlantic Mayors’ Congress, October 17th – 19th, 2018, St. John’s, NL
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Municipality of the District of Lunenburg 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

210 Aberdeen Road   Bridgewater  Nova Scotia  Canada  B4V 4G8 
Phone: 902-543-8181  /  Fax: 902-543-7123  /  Web Site: www.modl.ca 

September 5, 2018 

To Her Worship, Mayor Bolivar-Getson, and Councillors 
of the Municipality of the District of Lunenburg 

Dear Mayor and Councillors: 

The Audit Committee, in session on Tuesday, September 4, 2018, made the following 
recommendations to Council: 

1. That Municipal Council approves the Municipality of the District of Lunenburg’s Consolidated
Financial Statements for the year ended March 31, 2018.

Respectfully submitted, 

Chairman and Members 
Audit Committee    

/re 
Attachments 
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Continuing to work with FD’s on a regular basis
Awards for MODL and CVFSA also assisted several

with the Provincial and Federal applications for
medals 2017, 7-20yr, 6-30yr, 3-35 yr, 4-40 year, 3-45
yr, 3-50 yr

2018 Awards ,20-20yr, 5-30yr,1-35yr, 2-40yr
 Station visits
 FD members visits
Assisted with a presentation to East Hants Council
Wildland Courses
Did SCBA fit testing for FD
 Strategic Resistance/Resilience Training
 Superior Water Shuttle
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Fire Departments did revisit and Insurance 
for Liability, Building and Vehicles

 Insurance Subcommittee working on 
personnel insurance (Brian Keizer, Chief 
Lockwood, Councilors Whynot & Bell, David 
Fancy

Financial Template available to those FD’s 
that would like to try it ( Elana Wentzell, 
Brian Keizer, David Fancy, Don Davison)

Updated the FD June Fire Payments 
Working on Request for Standing Offer for 

Security Services 
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 Registration package MDL-36 has 
been updated and approved by 
FESC/Council (Schedules removed)

 Operational procedure for Apparatus 
wi-fi hotspots received CAO’s 
Approval. 

 9 surplus laptops were given out to fire 
departments

 Naloxone kits given out to 
departments
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Information Collected From This Years Registration Packages

Calls down some last year at 1306 and 1079 this year
Active Firefighters this year at 655 last year and 659 this Year
 Junior Firefighters were at 49 last year and 51 this year 
Honorary members 117 last year to 169 this year 
Medical First Responders 182 last year,198 Currently
Auxiliary members were 125 last year and 169 this year
 The cost for firefighter personnel insurance was $66,588.75 the previous year 

and $76,805.00 this year
 Funds raised by departments in the previous year were $645,191.90 and this 

year was $648,272.61
 The Town of Bridgewater also responded into MODL for Mutual Aid
3 departments no SCBA Functional checks and 3 had no pump testing
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Structure fire, 30, 3%

MVC , 138, 13%
Vehicle fire, 10, 1%

Medical, 406, 38%

MISC, 46, 4%

Chimney, 34, 3%

Grass/      Brush/      Woods  Campfire, 
36, 3%

Power pole, 29, 3%

Mutual Aid, 254, 24%

Propane, 6, 1%

Fire Alarm, 56, 5%

Smell or Smoke sighting, 14, 1% WATER Related calls, 8, 1%

2018 Calls 1079
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RECRUITMENT & 
RETENTION

 FESC along with Sarah Kucharski are 
actively working on Recruitment & 
Retention Strategy

 Input from public and Fire Service
 Challenges
 Junior FD’s successful looking at ways to 

engage more youth
Ways to increase interaction with schools 

to reach those interested
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Fire Department 
Coding

Rate payers list
Fuel Tax Rebate
Fuel oil Propane 

savings
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Rachel & I went through 
building with TOB Fire 
inspector for our required 
Inspection

 I will assist her with Fire 
Alarms and  with building 
evacuations 

127



School Plus Program
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