
 

Municipality of the District of Lunenburg 
Minutes of a Meeting of the Policy & Strategy Committee 
Held in Council Chamber, 10 Allée Champlain Drive, Cookville, N.S. 
Tuesday, May 20, 2025 – 9:00 a.m. 
 
Attendance 
Deputy Mayor Chasidy Veinotte, District 10, Chair 
Councillor Alison Smith, District 6, Vice Chair 
Mayor Elspeth McLean-Wile 
Councillor Morgen Reinhardt, District 1 
Councillor Martin Bell, District 2 
Councillor Wendy Oickle, District 3 
Councillor Edgar Burns, District 7 
Councillor Ben Brooks, District 9 
 
Regrets 
Councillor Pam Hubley, District 4 
Councillor Cathy Moore, District 5 
Councillor Kacy DeLong, District 8 
 
Staff 
Tom MacEwan, Chief Administrative Officer 
Alex Dumaresq, Deputy Chief Administrative Officer 
Joanne Powers, Executive Assistant 
 
1. Call to Order 

Deputy Mayor Veinotte called the meeting to order at 9:03 a.m. and began by acknowledging 
that the meeting was held in Mi’kma’ki, the traditional territory of the Mi’kmaq people. 
 
2. Announcements, Acknowledgements, Recognition 

Mayor McLean-Wile recognized the organizers of the National Para Hockey Championship that 
was held at the LCLC from May 15 to 18, 2025 and expressed what an amazing job had been 
done organizing and running the event. 
 
Councillor Smith acknowledged the members of the Walden Fire Department for the 
improvements made to the hall through funding from MODL and the province. 
 
Mayor McLean-Wile proclaimed the week of May 25 to 31, 2025, as Access Awareness Week 
which aims to celebrate achievements made both by and for persons with disabilities in the 
area of accessibility, transportation, housing, employment, recreation, education and 
communication. 
 
 
 

June 17, 2025

Tina Bond
Agenda - Council
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3. Public Input – Nil 
 
4. Changes/Approval of Agenda  
 
It was requested that Item 10.1 – Uranium Exploration and Mining in the LaHave River 
Watershed, be added to the agenda.  Item 12.1 – Contract Negotiations under Section 22(2)(e) 
of the MGA was also requested to be added to the In Camera Agenda. 
 
Moved by Mayor McLean-Wile, seconded by Councillor Burns that Items 10.1 – Uranium 
Exploration and Mining in the LaHave River Watershed, and Item 12.1 – Contract 
Negotiations under Section 22(2)(e) of the MGA be added to the agenda.  Carried 
unanimously. 
 
Moved by Councillor Smith seconded by Councillor Oickle that the Agenda be approved as 
amended.  Carried unanimously. 
 
5. Approval of Minutes 
 
The Minutes of April 15, 2025, were approved as circulated. 
 
6. Business Arising from Minutes – Nil  
 
7. Presentations/Scheduled Times – Nil 
 
8. Referral from Committees/Council – Nil 
 
9. Staff Reports 

9.1 Recreation Development 

9.1.1 Major Event Grant Application – Golden Shores Music Society – Shipyard Shindig 
Music & Art Festival 

 
Ruth Wawin, Tourism & Event Development Officer, discussed the report titled, “Major Event 
Grant Application Golden Shore Music Society – Shipyard Shindig Music & Art Festival” 
(included in the agenda package). 
 
The one-day music festival will be held at Shipyard’s Landing in Bridgewater on June 14, 2025.  
It will include performances by bands and DJs, including several local artists.  The event will 
include food trucks, a beer garden and a marketplace for artists and makers to sell jewelry, 
clothing, and crafts. 
 
Proceeds from the event will be donated to the Bluenose Coastal Action Foundation.  There will 
also be a raffle at the event in support of youth sports. 
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Moved by Councillor Burns, seconded by Councillor Oickle that the Policy and Strategy 
recommends to Council that Municipal Council approves the Golden Shores Music Society’s 
application for funding through the Major Event Grant in the amount of $1,500 for the 
Shipyard Shindig Music & Art Festival event taking place June 14, 2025.  Opposed:  Councillor 
Brooks.  Motion carried. 
 
10. Mayor’s/Deputy Mayor’s/Councillors’ Matters  
 
10.1 Uranium Mining and Exploration in the LaHave River Watershed 
 
Councillor Smith brought forward the issue of the Province exploring uranium by issuing a 
request for proposals for exploration at three specific sites with known uranium deposits.  One 
of the sites is located in East Dalhousie which is just past the border of District 6 and neighbours  
Franey Corner which is located at the top of the LaHave River Watershed.  She is concerned 
about the health risks associated with this type of mining/exploration. 
 
Moved by Councillor Smith, seconded by Councillor Reinhardt that the Policy & Strategy 
Committee direct staff to prepare a report for the Committee on the risks of exploration and 
mining of uranium in our watershed.  Opposed:  Councillors Bell and Brooks, and Deputy 
Mayor Veinotte.  Motion carried.  
 
11. Added Items 

 
12. In Camera 

At 9:38 a.m., it was moved by Councillor Oickle, seconded by Mayor McLean-Wile that the 
Policy & Strategy Committee go In Camera to discuss Item 12.1 Contract Negotiations under 
Section 22(2)(e) of the MGA.  Carried unanimously. 
 
Policy & Strategy Committee In Camera in session. 
  
At 9:51 a.m., it was moved by Mayor McLean-Wile, seconded by Councillor Brooks that Policy 
& Strategy Committee come out of In Camera and return to open session.  Carried 
unanimously. 
 
Policy & Strategy Committee in session. 
 
The meeting recessed at 9:51 a.m. and resumed at 10:01 a.m. 
 
9.2 Planning & Development  

9.2.1 Municipal-wide Land Use Planning Project - Drinking Water  

Reid Shepherd, Deputy Director, and Ella Gindi, Planner II, of Planning & Development Services, 
gave a presentation titled, “Drinking Water” (attached to the minutes).  Mr. Shepherd 
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explained that they would be providing information on the protection of drinking water as a 
topic within municipal-wide land use planning.  The topics discussed included: 

- What is a Watershed? 
- Statements of Provincial Interest (SPIs) 
- Statements of Provincial Interests – Drinking Water 
- Protected Watersheds in MODL (Under Environment Act) 

• Oakland Lake  

• Hebb, Milipsigate & Minamkeak Lakes 

• Dares Lake 
- Jurisdictional Review     
- Policy and Regulation Development 
- Engagement 
- Tools and Approaches 

• Natural Watershed Protection 

• Erosion Control 

• Buffers and Setbacks 

• Land Use Regulations 

• Nonconforming Uses 

• Multi-Zoned Approaches 
- Regulation Options to Protect Drinking Water 
- Hebb, Milipsigate and Minimkeak Lakes:  Land Uses 
- Watershed Protection 1 Zone – Public Lands 
- Watershed Protection 2 Zone – Private Lands Within Regulated Area 
- Watershed Protection Overlay – All Lands Outside Regulated Area, but Within Natural 

Watershed 
- Oakland Lake: Land Uses 
- Watershed Protection 1 Zone 
- Watershed Protection Overlay – All Lands Outside Regulated Area But Within Natural 

Watershed         
 
There was discussion regarding setbacks, enforcement, keeping of livestock, agriculture and 
how the Environment Act plays a role in Dares Lake. 
 
Councillor Oickle left the meeting at 11:12 a.m. 
 
Mr. Shepherd discussed the role of the Department of Municipal Affairs and its overreaching 
control over municipal planning. 
 
9.2.2    Public Input – Drinking Water Protection 
 
George Buranyi, Hebb’s Cross, stated that he appreciated the approach of the Planning 
Department and how they recognized different zones and the individual requirements of each 
zone.  He addressed the industrial development presently occurring within the Hebb, 
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Milipsigate and Minimkeak Lakes Watershed.  He expressed the importance of future land use 
planning addressing industrial use.   
 
13. Adjournment 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:37 a.m. 
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