
AGENDA 
POLICY & STRATEGY COMMITTEE MEETING 

   Bridgewater, NS 
   Tuesday, January 15, 2019 - 9:00 a.m. 
 

     Time & Page 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
2. ANNOUNCEMENTS, ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS, RECOGNITION 
 
3. PUBLIC INPUT (15 Minutes) 
 
4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA – Added Items 

 
5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – November 20, 2018 (as circulated) 
 
6. BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES – NIL 

 
7. PRESENTATIONS  

7.1 Coastal Protection Legislation – John Somers, NS Environment .......................... 1-10 
 

8. STAFF REPORTS  
8.1 Finance Department 

8.1.1 MDL-49 Property Tax Rebate Policy – Proposed Amendments .............. 11-20  
 

8.2 Administration Department 
8.2.1 GoRural Transportation Network ................................................................... 21 
8.2.2 Draft In Camera Meetings Policy ............................................................. 22-25 
8.2.3 Request for Street Lights – Exit 12 .......................................................... 26-37 
8.2.4 2019/20 Strategic Priorities ...................................................................... 38-47 

  
9. MAYOR’S/DEPUTY MAYOR’S/COUNCILLORS’ MATTERS  

9.1    Update on Waste Issues (Councillor M. Ernst) ..................................................... 48-52 
 

9.2    Notification to Local Residents & Landowners When MODL is  .................................. 53 
 Developing a Park or Other Project (Councillor M. Ernst) 

 
10. ADDED ITEMS - NIL 
 
11. IN CAMERA - NIL 

 
12. NEXT MEETING – February 19, 2019 – 9:00 A.M. 

 
13. ADJOURNMENT 
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Purpose of coastal 
protection legislation

Prevent or restrict development and 
related activity in places where it will:

 Damage sensitive coastal
ecosystems

 Put property at risk from:

 Inundation (sea level rise, coastal
flooding, storm surge)

 Coastal erosion

2



Many Interests Intersect in Coastal Areas

• Three levels of government all own, administer and regulate activity in
coastal areas.  A few examples:

– Federal:  Oceans Act; Fisheries Act; Canadian Environmental
Protection Act

– Provincial: Environment Act; Crown Lands Act; Beaches Act,
Fisheries and Coastal Resources Act; Marine Renewable Energy
Act; and others

– Municipal: Land Use Bylaws

• First Nations interests

• Businesses dependent upon direct water access

• Professional groups

• Advocacy and community groups

• Private citizens and land owners
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Three key components of
Coastal Protection Legislation

1. Provide authority to delineate a “coastal protection zone”

2. Provide authority to regulate specific activities and practices
within the coastal protection zone

– Prohibitions and restrictions

– Exceptions

– Standards for construction and siting of shoreline structures

3. Create provisions for administration, monitoring and
compliance
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Defining a Coastal Zone
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How many coastal properties?

Road with coastal frontage 

Parcel with no 
frontage potentially 

within a Coastal 
Protection Zone 

Road with coastal frontage 

For a horizontal setback:
• 58,000 + PIDs with coastal frontage.
• Generally means frontage on salt water,

including estuaries and Bras d’Or Lakes.
• Includes roads, municipal and crown land,

residences and commercial property.
• Setback from high water mark will

“capture” additional properties.
• 23,000 + coastal PIDs with civic address

indicating a structure  on property.
• Within 50 m of high-water mark:

• Almost 80,000 PIDs, including
• 30,000 with civic addresses
• Incorporating vertical setback will

change number of PIDs in a CP zone
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2. Regulate Activity within the Coastal Protection Zone

Examples of activity that could be restricted or 

prohibited within the coastal protection zone 

include but are not limited to:

• Constructing a new residence or installation (e.g.,

shoreline hardening)

• Additions to existing structures above a specified

threshold

• Destruction of or damage to sensitive coastal

ecosystems
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2. Regulate Activity within the Coastal Protection Zone
(continued)

• Act will avoid conflict /contradiction with approvals and permits issued under other legislation,
including but not limited to:

• Aquaculture and rockweed harvesting licensed under the Fisheries and Coastal Resources
Act;

• Approvals and permits issued under Crown Lands Act and Beaches Act;

• Projects approved under the Marine Renewable Energy Act.

• Act will not impact provisions under other acts that govern activities within the coastal zone -
proponents will still need to comply with legislation that governs these activities.

• Act will include provisions for existing legally permitted structures, commercial / industrial
activity dependent on direct waterfront access (e.g., fish processing plants and ship yards),
essential public infrastructure and existing developed waterfront areas.

• Act will provide for flexibility where local conditions warrant.
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Designing Coastal Protection Legislation with 
Implementation in Mind

• Three possible broad approaches, with many 
variations:

1. Directly regulating land owners / users

2. Regulating through municipalities

3. Province and municipalities regulate 
land owners / users

• All options will require some level of program 
support and enforcement effort.
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Discussion
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M E M O R A N D U M
TO: Policy & Strategy Committee 

FROM: Amy Wamboldt, Grant Coordinator 

DATE: December 6, 2018 

RE: GoRural Transportation Network 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

On October 23, 2018, following a presentation by GoRural Transportation Network on October 9 and 
discussion by Policy & Strategy Committee on October 16, Municipal Council passed this motion: 

That Municipal Council give consideration to taking part in the GoRural Transportation Network Pilot 
Project pending provincial funding being available for the Project; and, that Council provide assistance 
of our Grant Coordinator in exploring potential funding for this project. 

This memo serves as an update on the GoRural project and the status of MODL’s involvement with the 
initiative. 

Following their October 9 appearance before Council, the GoRural team met with provincial officials 
and learned of their ineligibility for provincial funding due to the for-profit structure of the business.  
For that reason, the GoRural project is not launching a piolet project at this time. 

Municipal staff have conversed with the GoRural team to learn of what assistance and supports are 
required to advance their rural transportation concept.  Accordingly, municipal staff have suggested 
that GoRural contact non-profit transportation organizations to seek a partnership (i.e. Citizens for 
Public Transit and Nova Scotia Community Transportation Network).  Additionally, staff provided the 
contact information for South Shore Opportunities to assist with business planning and the Community 
Foundation of Nova Scotia (Impact Investment Fund) as a potential funding partner. 

As a municipal government, MODL does qualify as a potential partner organization for the GoRural 
Transportation project. Staff advised the GoRural team that if this relationship is desired, that a 
request of Council would be required.  To date, MODL staff have not received any additional 
correspondence from the GoRural team. 
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